
TIPS FOR COMMON APP 2021-22
What’s new in college admissions and applications this year, 2021-22?
● Over 900 colleges and universities are using the Common Application:

https://www.commonapp.org/
● Some schools will have students self-report SAT or ACT scores in the application. This means

you do not need to send official SAT/ACT scores until after you have committed to attending that
school (after May 1 of senior year in most cases). Look for each college’s instructions. Report all
your scores and they will look at the sections they need, usually your highest, unless they say to do
anything different. Many colleges have made submission of SAT or ACT scores optional for the
Class of 2022 due to covid-19. Check the admission websites of the schools where you are
applying to see their updated policies and consider whether it’s in your best interest to take
advantage of this option if available.

● Some schools are asking for self-reported transcripts, where you need to re-create your
transcript (i.e., courses you have taken and the grades for those courses) as part of the
application. If they do not require an official transcript, just list the college on your senior packet
transcript request sheet and say “self-report” in the notes.

● Some schools are using self-reported transcripts AND self-reported test scores.
● Bottom Line: Each college is different and may have different requirements. You must

read the directions carefully for each school you are applying to!

Tips for when you are completing the Common Application:

1) When completing the Education section:
● Use your full, official name! Make sure it matches your birth certificate and your name you

used to register at Marshall - fix it with Marshall if it is not accurate. Otherwise colleges may
not be able to match your app, SAT/ACT and financial aid.

● George Marshall High School Address: 7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church 22043
● CEEB Code: 470794
● Date of entry: If you started at GCM in freshman year, your date of entry: September 2018
● Graduation Date: June 2022
● Counselor Information: See below.

2) Here is the GCM info you need in the Grades subsection:
● Graduating Class Size: 520
● Credits & Schedule: we are on a block schedule with year-long classes of 1 credit each.

A semester class is 0.5 credits. Some Academy classes are 2 credits. For senior year,
say courses are “In Progress”.

● Class rank reporting: None. FCPS does not rank students.
● GPA Scale reporting: 4.00
● GPA weighting: Weighted. You can find your cumulative GPA on StudentVue at the

Course History tab, or on Naviance Student, under the About Me tab (go to My Account
and look under the Academic box). It is also the GPA listed on the bottom of your
transcript.



3) For each college you have listed in your “My Colleges” tab, you will need to complete the
Recommenders and FERPA section.
● Before you can invite recommenders, you must complete the Family Educational Rights

and Privacy Act (FERPA) questions. We recommend you authorize your schools and
colleges to release and share records. We highly recommend you select: “I waive my
right to review all recommendations and supporting documents.” Doing so gives
the colleges confidence that you trust your recommenders to write honest assessments.
Teachers and colleges pay close attention to how you respond to this question.

● You do NOT need to wait for a recommender to submit his/her part before you submit
your application. Submit yours when you are ready.

● After completing the FERPA Release Authorization, Invite your Counselor,
Teacher(s) or other Recommenders. Once you’ve done this with your first school, do
the same for every other school on your “My Colleges” list—the “Invite
Recommenders” part must be completed separately for each college you apply to.
After you add a recommender one time, you just assign and invite (not add) them to
whichever schools you want (except for the counselor, you do not need to
assign/invite the counselor each time).

Counselor Assignments Counselor Email and Phone Numbers on the school website

PLEASE NOTE: GCM will be sending transcripts through a separate system and not
through the Coalition App, so it is imperative that you report ALL colleges you are
applying to on the Transcript Release Form, including schools with self-reported
transcripts.

https://marshallhs.fcps.edu/student-services/staff
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org

